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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


VIA 


Director, National Foreign Assessment Center 



FROM 

SUBJECT 


Maurice C. Ernst 

Director of Economic Research 

CIA Participation in Inter-Agency Food and 
Agriculture Policy Working Group 


1. Action Requested; Solicit an invitation from 
Secretary Bergland for 'CIA/OER to participate in the Food 
and Agricultural Policy Working Group. 

2. Background: It has just come to my attention that 
an inter-agency Food and Agriculture Policy Working Group 
was established on 30 September 1977 under the chairmanship 
of the US Department of Agriculture. Membership includes at 
least CEA, OMB, State, Treasury, STR, HEW, Domestic Council, 
USDA , and NSC. The first meeting was held on 27 October 1977. 
CIA has not been invited to participate by USDA. 

3. This new inter-agency group will perform basically 
the same role as that of the Agricultu ral Policy Working Group 
in the previous administration. The agency particip ated in 

this qroup and was represented by | tniS 

Office. (See attached memo) We believe that CIA/OER can 
make an important input into policy decisions reached by t i 
inter-agency group on international agricultural conunodity 
issues. Our contacts in OMB, Domestic Council, and CEA also 
feel CIA should be represented. 

4. Recommendation: That the DCI contact 
Secretary - Bergland toTuggest that CIA/OER be invited to 

send a representative to meetings of the Food and Agricultural 
Policy Working Group. Our representative would be 
1 from the Office, of Economic Research, NFAC. 


MAURICE C, ERNST 


Attachment: 
As stated 
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SUBJECT: Memorandum for the Director of Central Intelligence 


APPROVED: 


/8/Stoh-ioia Turner 


Director of Central Intelligence 


DISAPPROVED: 

Director of Central Intelligence 


DATE: 


II NOV 1977 
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